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L E A R N I N G  I N S T I T U T I O N S  I N  A  
D I G I TA L  A G E

T H E  F U T U R E  O F  T H I N K I N G  

• Over the past two decades, the way we learn has 
changed dramatically.

• We have new sources of information and new 
ways to exchange and to interact with 
information. 

• Schools and the way we teach have remained 
largely the same for years, even centuries.

• The Future of Thinking - Learning Institutions in a Digital Age by Cathy N. Davidson and David Theo Goldber With Zoë Marie Jones The MIT Press 

http://mitpress.mit.edu/catalog/item/default.asp?ttype=2&tid=12181


FA M I L I A R ?
F U T U R E  O F  T H I N K I N G



T H E  C L A S S R O O M  H A S N ’ T  C H A N G E D  
B U T  W H AT  A B O U T  T H E  S T U D E N T S ?



D E A L I N G  W I T H  
D I S T R A C T I O N ?

• Ban devices 

• Turn off the device 

• Turn off the screen 

• Turn over





H O W  D O  W E  E N G A G E  S T U D E N T S  
T H R O U G H  T H E I R  D E V I C E S ?

• Help students control their devices 

• Connect the classroom 

• Enable collaboration 

• Make materials digital 

• Make students more autonomous and digitally literate 

• Change the teacher student relationship



L E T ’ S  S TA RT



M A K I N G  T H E  
C L A S S R O O M  D I G I TA L



C R E AT I N G  A  B A C K C H A N N E L
C O N N E C T I N G  T H E  C L A S S

https://backchannelchat.com 

https://backchannelchat.com/chat/kbl4y#
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C R E AT I N G  A  B A C K C H A N N E L
C O N N E C T I N G  T H E  C L A S S

https://backchannelchat.com 
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B E N E F I T S  O F  A  B A C K C H A N N E L

• Enables student participation  

• Sharing of links to digital materials 

• Reinforces task setting 

• Enables student sharing and collaboration 

• Develops written communication skills

Read more: http://nikpeachey.blogspot.co.uk/2015/09/managing-digital-classroom-using.html 

http://nikpeachey.blogspot.co.uk/2015/09/managing-digital-classroom-using.html


M A K I N G  B R A I N S T O R M I N G  
C O L L A B O R AT I V E



C O L L A B O R AT I V E  B R A I N S T O R M I N G
C L A S S R O O M  T O O L S

https://answergarden.ch  
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C O L L A B O R AT I V E  B R A I N S T O R M I N G
C L A S S R O O M  T O O L S

https://answergarden.ch  
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B E N E F I T S  O F  B R A I N S T O R M I N G  
W O R D S

• Involves all students 

• Pushes the responsibility onto the students 

• Engages them through the digital medium 

• Provides a useful record to review



M A K I N G  R E A D I N G  
D I G I TA L



C U E P R O M P T E R
G I S T  R E A D I N G

http://www.cueprompter.com/ 

http://www.cueprompter.com/


B E N E F I T S  O F  C U E  P R O M P T E R

• Control Students’ reading speed 

• Keep their attention up



C L O S E  C R E AT O R
W O R D  R E L AT I O N S H I P S

http://l.georges.online.fr/tools/cloze.html 
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B E N E F I T S  O F  C L O S E  C R E AT O R

• Gets students to think about word relationships 

• Helps them review and notice grammar points 

• Build learner autonomy 

• Saves some time for the teacher 

• Has interactive or editable version



C R E AT E  Q U I Z Z E S  &  W O R D  L I S T S
V O C A B U L A R Y  D E V E L O P M E N T

https://wordbooster.com/ 

https://wordbooster.com/
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B E N E F I T S  O F  W O R D - B O O S T E R

• Provides a record of new vocabulary 

• Creates instant activities from any web based text 

• Warning - Not editable + Not always the right use 
of the word.



H O W  D I G I TA L  C H A N G E S  
R E A D I N G



D I G I TA L  R E A D I N G  C O M P R E H E N S I O N
M U LT I - TA S K  C O M P R E H E N S I O N

https://www.milanote.com/ 

https://www.milanote.com/
https://app.milanote.com/1F9ovc11C0WDeZ


B E N E F I T S  O F  D I G I TA L  R E A D I N G

• Develops digital literacies 

• Enables the use of authentic web based content 

• Increases engagement 

• Develops ability to synergise information from 
multiple sources



G E N E R I C  TA S K S  F O R  D I G I TA L  
C O M P R E H E N S I O N

• Fact collection - Find (7) facts in the text 

• Evaluating sources - Which source was the most (useful)?  

• Summarising - Make notes of the main points in each text and then 
use them to write a summary. 

• Peer created (?) - Look at the text(s) and write questions to test 
other students. 

• Reporting - Use the information from the text and prepare a report. 

• What interests you? - Find an interesting point or fact in each text 
and share it with the class. 

• Comparison - How do the texts differ? 

• Projects - Research the topic and produce a multimedia text.



L E T ’ S  M A K E  W R I T I N G  
C O L L A B O R AT I V E



E X T E N D I N G  S E N T E N C E S
http://www.telescopictext.org 

D E V E L O P I N G  W R I T I N G  S K I L L S

http://www.telescopictext.org
http://www.telescopictext.com/


W R I T I N G  C O L L A B O R AT I V E LY

http://primarypad.com/ 

D E V E L O P I N G  W R I T I N G  S K I L L S

http://primarypad.com/
https://free.primarypad.com/p/SpkoduuNmV


G O O G L E  D O C S
H T T P S : / / D O C S . G O O G L E . C O M / D O C U M E N T / U / 0 /   
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C O L L A B O R AT I V E  W R I T I N G  TA S K S

• Pairs take turns to build up a text 

• Peers edit each others’ work 

• Find and correct errors in a text 

• Turn bullet points into paragraphs



B E N E F I T S  O F  W R I T I N G  
C O L L A B O R AT I V E LY
• Enables peer editing 

• Supports process writing 

• Helps you witness your students’ thought and 
interaction processes 

• Helps students to share ideas and learn from each 
other  

• Digital collaboration is a valuable digital skill



D E V E L O P I N G  S P E A K I N G



C R E AT E  A N I M AT I O N
H T T P S : / / T O O N TA S T I C . W I T H G O O G L E . C O M /   
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B E N E F I T S  O F  T O O N TA S T I C

• Encourages students to work together 

• Fosters creativity 

• Gives some anonymity 

• Encourages the use of a wider range of vocabulary 

• Students can listen to themselves and self-evaluate



P U L L I N G  I T  A L L  
T O G E T H E R



C R E AT E  D I G I TA L  M AT E R I A L S
H T T P S : / / G E N I A L . LY /  
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M Y  B O O K S  &  M AT E R I A L S
P E A C H E Y P U B L I C AT I O N S  
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5 0 %  D I S C O U N T  C O D E :  
E N G L I S H U K  
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M O R E  T O O L S
K E E P I N G  U P  T O  D AT E

http://www.scoop.it/t/tools-for-learners 
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D O W N L O A D

http://tinyurl.com/y8y9tf9q
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